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Karen Moriyama SS24, Rakuten Fashion Week Tokyo. Credits: Lmmchmetrics Spotlight. 
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'Open, Fashion Week' was the overarching theme of Rakuten Fashion Week 

Tokyo's spring/summer 2024 edition, which had been centred around the 

"strengthening of power to transmit globally". Like other fashion weeks of its 

calibre, Tokyo has its sights set on attaining a more global reach, an element 

that was only enhanced after the pandemic and has also been evident in its 

intentional choice to run from August 28 to September 2, placing it ahead of 

the international show schedules. 

For this season, the event, which has been sponsored by Japanese retailer 

Rakuten since 2019, boasted an official schedule of 50 brands, 35 of which 

hosted physical presentations while 15 offered up digital ones. Severa} were 

also from overseas, an expansion on the year prior and a fmther nod at the 

occasion's attempts to adopt a more globally holistic approach. Like AW23, 

however, it was still clear that Rakuten's mission to support Tokyo's local 

indust1y, in a bid to make the region's fashion more attractive to buyers and 

press, resided in its vision. 

A substantial part of this lies in the desire to bring strong Japanese brands 

back to FWT. This has continued to be reflected in the event's 'By R' project, 

launched in 2020 to encourage notable designers to return to their roots by 

supporting their fashion week endeavours. For this season it was A Bathing 

Ape (BAPE) that had been invited to grace Tokyoites with its presence, 
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